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Live & 
Learn

January to December 2026 
Short Courses, Activities & Social Events @ Boroondara Neighbourhood Houses
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Explore what’s on offer at a 
Neighbourhood House

Do what you love at a neighbourhood house 
Lorraine (Appleby) Kelly – the Live and Learn 2026 cover design winner – loves art.  
“My earliest memories are of kindergarten – the smell of wet paint and picking drips of dry paint off my paintings.  
I loved wet weather days – because I could stay indoors and draw,” she laughs.  

Lorraine also loves bringing out that passion in others. Growing up in country Victoria 
(after moving to Australia from England as a 3 year old), she came to Melbourne to study 
art teaching at university. Teaching at a community school earlier in her career drew 
her into working in community spaces, like neighbourhood houses. She now delivers 
classes at Ashburton Community Centre (Acrylic Art and Art for All Abilities) and Hawthorn 
Community House (Drawing).
“Where else could I work with people of all ages (4 to 90 so far!), backgrounds and abilities? 
It’s a joy to see them find their confidence and develop their own style. Art can be such a 
calming, relaxing and positive way to deal with feelings,” she says.  
Initially encouraging her students to enter the cover design competition, Lorraine decided 
she’d enter too. Her piece combines painting, drawing and collage, reflecting how she likes 
to experiment with techniques – and materials – even old packaging.   
“The piece reflects some of the many activities that are on offer at neighbourhood houses.”  
And like Lorraine’s piece, it’s the blend of diverse activities and people that make 
neighbourhood houses more than the sum of their parts.  

Check out what’s in store at a neighbourhood house near you in 2026. 

Interested in entering your artwork to become our cover artist for the 2027 Live & Learn 
guide?  See the back cover for entry details. 

The City of Boroondara is home to 11 
Neighbourhood Houses, bringing the community 
together to connect, learn and contribute to 
their local area through social, educational and 
support activities. 

Live & Learn is your guide to what we have on 
offer in 2026. We look forward to seeing you at 
one of our centres soon.

Enrolments 
To enrol in a class, call or email the relevant centre, 
using the contact information provided or visit their 
website to enrol online. Most centres have a small annual 
membership fee to help support the centre’s running costs 
and charge an individual course fee if applicable. We try to 
keep the cost of our programs affordable and accessible, 
and some are even free. All courses are subject to sufficient 
enrolments and may be cancelled at the discretion of the 
centre’s management. 
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Rooms for Hire
Our centres have rooms and halls to hire at very 
competitive rates. Contact the centres directly for 
further information or to make a booking.

Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning Centre
Facilities available for meetings, classes, workshops, arts 
and crafts, all with latest AV technology. 

Ashburton Community Centre
The Copland Room/Hall, meeting rooms and a registered 
kitchen available for community, not-for-profit and 
commercial use. Suitable for meetings, classes and 
workshops.  

Balwyn Community Centre and Function Centre
Function room for parties, workshops and seminars for up 
to 120 people. Smaller spaces for up to 50 people include 
meeting rooms, art studios, classrooms, kitchen and a craft 
workshop.  

Bowen Street Community Centre, Camberwell
Various spaces, including a well-equipped kitchen. 
Available for local residents, groups and organisations.  

Camberwell Community Centre
Fairholm hall and studio /class spaces for hire. Includes 
kitchens, the latest in AV technology and onsite parking. 

Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre
Facilities for hire include meeting rooms and function 
spaces, a dedicated art space and outdoor workshop. 
Ample onsite parking.

Craig Family Centre, Ashburton
Rooms for meetings, seminars, community gatherings and 
celebrations. Ideal for community groups, information 
sessions and children’s birthday parties.  

Hawthorn Community House
Rooms available at Henry Street for meetings, parties, small 
events. William Street Playhouse available for weekend 
party hire. Both with access to a private garden, large 
kitchen and parking. 

Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre and Harriers 
Pavilion (located near Kew Cemetery)
Various rooms available for meetings, activities, groups or 
children’s parties. 

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre
Rooms available for children’s parties, small events, 
meetings, group gatherings or cooking.  

Trentwood Community House, Balwyn North
Various rooms and a large kitchen available for community 
groups, family gatherings, corporate workshops and 
functions. 

Ashburton Community Centre

Balwyn Community Centre and Function Centre

Craig Family Centre,  Ashburton

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre

Trentwood Community House

Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre
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Trentwood Community House

Everyone can 
get creative at 
Trentwood 
Connection, empowerment, skill development and mental 
wellbeing. Creativity benefits everyone.  

“You can’t use up creativity. The 
more you use, the more you have.”  
― Maya Angelou

At Trentwood, we offer creative classes 
for all ages in our lovely light filled arts 
space. 

Mini Monets caters to our youngest 
artists – an art, sensory and play group 
for babies 0-12 months and their 
caregivers. Art Therapist Emily selects 
a new theme each week, transforming 
our arts space into a thoughtfully 
curated sensory adventure for bubs. 

We have creative classes for grownups 
too: sewing, acrylic painting, life writing, 
Music for NDIS clients and Artlinks, a 
creative art group based in Warrandyte. 

We celebrate our creative tutors and 
students here at Trentwood with 
opportunities to showcase their work or 
practice in the Trentwood gallery space 
or at one of our Talk and Tea events. 

We hope to see you creating up a 
storm in one of our classes soon!

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs	
•	 Mini Monets 
•	 Table Tennis
•	 Study Space

Health and wellbeing	
•	 Post natal exercise
•	 Chinese Cultural Dancing 
•	 Pilates
•	 Qigong/Tai Chi
•	 Strength and Balance
•	 Table Tennis
•	 Yin and Flow Yoga
•	 Zumba 
•	 Music for NDIS clients 
•	 Life Writing

Arts and crafts	
•	 Acrylic Painting
•	 Sewing
•	 Mixed Media Art 
•	 Artlinks (Art Class for Seniors) at 

Warrandyte

Social groups
•	 Talk and Tea 
•	 Table Tennis 
•	 Tunggare Choir ( Wednesdays) 
•	 Probus Club of North Balwyn 

Gardening and sustainability
•	 Repair Café 
•	 E-bike library pilot project (City of 

Boroondara) 
•	 e-waste drop off station

Cooking	
•	 $5 Meals (NDIS)

Languages and literacy
•	 French 
•	 Italian 
•	 English for Mandarin speakers

Life and work skills	
•	 Rendezvous to Write

Trentwood at the Hub  
Community House
2 Centre Way Balwyn North 3104
T: 9006 6590 E: info@trentwood.org.au 
W: www.trentwood.org.au
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Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre

Where Community 
Comes to Life 
At the heart of Surrey Hills, our Neighbourhood Centre is 
more than just a place to take classes. It’s a vibrant hub where 
connections flourish, creativity is nurtured and a true sense of 
belonging grows. 

Every day, something special happens here. Friendships form over cups of 
tea, laughter echoes through our rooms, and people of all ages discover new 
passions and shared interests. We believe a strong community is built on 
relationships and our Centre provides the space and spirit that make those 
connections possible.
Our programs enrich both body and mind. Whether you’re moving through the 
gentle grace of Tai Chi, strengthening in Group Personal Training, or finding calm 
through Yoga or Pilates, our classes are about more than exercise; they’re about 
feeling good, together. Creative sessions in Watercolour and Mixed Media inspire 
imagination and expression, while the Men’s Cooking Group brings people 
together to share skills, stories and laughter over a sizzling pan.
Through free workshops run by local organisations, participants gain insights, 
discover services and meet others who care about the same issues. And for 
those simply wanting good company, our Social Groups, from Scrabble and 
book clubs to the Women’s Reflection Circle, offer friendship and a welcoming 
space to be yourself.

“When you walk through our doors, you’re not a visitor, you’re part of 
something bigger.” 
Come and experience the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. A place to 
connect, grow and thrive, right here in your community.

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs	
•	 Playgroup

Health and wellbeing
•	 Active Living
•	 Ageless Grace
•	 Bike Riding Groups
•	 Dance and Delight
•	 Group Personal Training
•	 Qigong
•	 Mat Pilates
•	 Sound Baths
•	 Strength Training
•	 Table Tennis
•	 Tai Chi 
•	 Yoga Hatha
•	 Walking Groups

Arts and crafts	
•	 Drawing
•	 Knitting for Charity
•	 Mixed Media 
•	 Stitch and Chat
•	 Watercolour

Social groups	
•	 Book Group
•	 Chatty Cafe
•	 Knitting for Charity 
•	 Scrabble
•	 Stitch and Chat
•	 Table Tennis 
•	 Walking Group
•	 Wellbeing Book Circle
•	 Women’s Reflection Circle
•	 Mah Jong

Cooking
•	 Blokes Cooking Group
•	 Community Pantry

Languages and literacy
•	 Italian Beginners
•	 Italian Intermediate
•	 Spanish Beginners

General interest
•	 Ukulele

Life and work skills	
•	 Basic First Aid Workshops

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre
157 Union Road, Surrey Hills 3127 
T: 9890 2467 E: reception@surreyhillsnc.org.au 
W: surreyhillsnc.org.au
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Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre

Start your Digital 
Journey in the 
community
Meet the digital world head on in one of our education and social 
programs.

Our digital journeys constantly 
evolve as technology advances and 
integrates further into every aspect of 
our lives. As these changes accelerate, 
staying up to date with digital skills 
is no longer just an option — it’s 
essential. Whether it’s learning how to 
navigate new devices, understanding 
online safety or exploring creative 
platforms, developing or refining these 
skills in a supportive, community-
based environment can be the key to 
staying connected and confident in 
the digital world.

Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre 
offers a variety of digital education 
and social programs designed to 
meet the needs of people at different 
stages of their digital journey. 
We have practical courses like 
Introduction to Podcasting, Digital 
Essentials, Inclusive Social Computers 
and access to the nationwide Be 
Connected initiative, which supports 
older Australians in gaining digital 
confidence.

“Our goal is to foster a welcoming 
and inclusive space where learning 
is accessible and engaging.”

And, if you already possess strong 
digital skills and are passionate about helping others, we would love to hear 
from you. Volunteering your time to support others is a rewarding way to make 
a meaningful difference in your community.

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs
•	 Facilitated Playgroups
•	 Occasional Care 
•	 Kids Woodwork
•	 Kids Coding 
•	 Guitar for Kids

Health and wellbeing
•	 Yoga
•	 Fit for you 
•	 Mat Pilates
•	 Tai Chi Dance 
•	 Active for All (Older adults)

Arts and crafts	
•	 Inclusive Art
•	 Art of Drawing and Paining 
•	 Art for Seniors
•	 Inclusive Music Group
•	 Ukulele

Social groups	
•	 Men’s Shed
•	 Threads of Kindness (sewing group)
•	 Book Club
•	 Gardening Group

Gardening and sustainability 	
•	 Taster in Floristry
•	 Taster in Horticulture

Cooking
•	 Inclusive Cooking 
•	 Taster in Barista 
•	 Taster in Hospitality

Languages and literacy	
•	 English as a Second Language –

Beginner to Advanced
•	 Everyday English Language Skills
•	 Literacy
•	 Numeracy 

Digital skills	
•	 Digital Essentials – Level 1 & 2
•	 Office Skills
•	 Point of Sale for Retail And Hospitality
•	 Be Connected
•	 E Business and Digital Literacy

Life and work skills	
•	 Transition to Employment
•	 Introduction to Barista/Café 
•	 Taster in Hospitality
•	 Taster in Customer Service
•	 Taster in Kitchenhand/Barista 
•	 Taster in Fashion and Textiles
•	 Introduction to Creative Industries
•	 Taster in Event Management
•	 Taster in Trade
•	 Taster in Sport and 

Recreation
•	 Work Ready – 

Resume and 
Interview skills

•	 Leap into industry

Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre
2-12 Derby Street, Kew 3101
T: 9853 3126 E: admin@kewnlc.org.au 
W: Kewnlc.org.au
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Hawthorn Community House

Song Haven
Song Haven is a new choir for older members of our community. 
Join in and sing your favourite tunes from years gone by. 

With Song Haven, music is the avenue for connection, expression and joy. In a 
supportive environment, choir members (re)discover the power of song, and 
build new memories and friendships through shared melodies.

You don’t need musical skills — just an open heart and a love for music. Song 
Haven creates harmony, enhances wellbeing and brings a sense of community 
and purpose to every note. 

Our experienced musical director leads and accompanies the choir on 
piano and ukulele. Participants will be reintroduced to treasured tunes from 
decades past. Each week, choir members select a song from our playbook that 
everyone performs.

“Our singers are reminded of musical moments from their lives and share 
their tuneful stories as well singing their favourite pieces from decades past.”  
— Carolyn Cuming Song Haven, program co-ordinator 

Come for the uplifting choral experience. Stay for the delicious afternoon tea. 

This course runs weekly on Wednesdays from 1.30pm to 3pm during school 
terms.

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs
•	 William Street Playhouse

Health and wellbeing	
•	 Pilates
•	 Tai Chi and Qigong
•	 Strength and Balance
•	 Slow Flow Yoga
•	 Walking Group
•	 Zumba Gold

Arts and crafts	
•	 Natural Object and Still Life Drawing
•	 Changing Directions Art (NDIS)
•	 Changing Directions Music (NDIS)
•	 Wednesday Art (NDIS)
•	 NOVA Art (NDIS)
 
Social groups	
•	 Cinema and Chat
•	 Short Story Book Club
•	 Men’s Discussion Group
•	 Lifelong Learning Meetings (LLM)
•	 Learn to Play Bridge
•	 Supervised Bridge Play
•	 Song Haven
 
Cooking
•	 Cooking Small, Eating Well (NDIS)
 
Languages and literacy	
•	 Life Writing
•	 Rendezvous to Write
•	 French Intermediate
•	 CROP Writing (NDIS)

Digital skills	
•	 iPad: Getting More from Your Device

Life and work skills	
•	 Wiser Driver
•	 Wiser Walker, Wiser Traveller
•	 Safer Scooter

Hawthorn Community House
32 Henry Street, Hawthorn 3122
T: 9819 2629 E: info@hch.org.au
W: hch.org.au
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Craig Family Centre, Ashburton

Your place to belong, 
connect and grow
The Craig Family Centre’s vibrant calendar of programs has 
something for all ages and stages of life — each designed to foster 
connection, inclusion and a genuine sense of belonging within our 
community.
Every week, people come together 
at the Craig to learn and connect — 
forming friendships that reach beyond 
the programs. 
For volunteers: Our flexible and 
inclusive volunteer program 
welcomes people from all ages, 
inviting community to co-create new 
programs. 
For families: Playgroups provide a 
friendly environment for children and 
parents to connect. Our Homework 
Club and LEGO Club support children’s 
learning and confidence, pairing 
students with volunteers. 
For adults: Adults can discover new 
skills and friendships through activities 
such as art classes, cooking workshops 
and wellbeing programs. 
For those looking for a community 
group: Groups include G.O.L.D 
for women aged 55+, the EDGE 
Community Fund supporting children 
in Ashburton and the Lions Club of 
Boroondara Gardiners Creek. The 
Victorian Egg Decorators Guild and 
Victorian Guild of China Painters meet to share their craft, and the Australian 
Breastfeeding Association hosts monthly support sessions for parents. 
For those wanting a one-off session: We collaborate with partners to deliver 
free information sessions on topics such as navigating online government 
systems and managing finances.  
“Through active referral pathways, we nurture belonging and connection — 
addressing social isolation and supporting wellbeing. Discover your place 
to belong, connect and grow at the Craig Family Centre.”

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs
•	 Sessional Childcare
•	 Kindergarten ages 3 and 4 years old 
•	 Bush Playgroup
•	 Morning Music with Jojo Playgroup
•	 Mandarin Playgroup
•	 Arts and Crafts Playgroup
•	 Homework Club
•	 LEGO Club

Health and wellbeing	
•	 Family Yoga
•	 Parent information events
•	 Parent Support Programs
•	 Slow Flow Yoga
•	 Wellbeing Workshops

Arts and crafts	
•	 Craig’s Gallery Space
•	 Film Making Workshops
•	 Free Art Classes

Social groups	
•	 Australian Breastfeeding Association
•	 Book Club
•	 Edge Community Fund
•	 G.O.L.D Group
•	 Lions Club Boroondara Gardiners Creek
•	 Mother’s Group
•	 Victorian Egg Decorators Guild
•	 Victorian Guild of China Painters

Gardening and sustainability
•	 Community Garden
•	 Gardening Workshops

General Interest
•	 Program Design Assistance
•	 Volunteer Program

Cooking
•	 Free Cooking Classes

Languages and literacy	
•	 Language Clubs
•	 Mandarin Playgroup

Digital skills	
•	 Be Connected programs

Life and work skills	
•	 Financial Literacy Programs
•	 Youth Group
•	 Youth Career 

Pathways
Craig Family Centre
7 Samarinda Avenue, Ashburton, 3147
T: 9885 7789 E: enquiries@craigfc.org.au
W: www.craigfc.org.au
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Quick Reference Guide
Your 4-page lift-out guide to Boroondara Neighbourhood Houses courses and 
activities for 2026. With 11 Neighbourhood Houses in Boroondara, we have a lot to 
offer. This is your handy reference that shows an overview of what you’ll find at our 
Houses, where to find us and how to contact us.

Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning Ashburton Community Centre Balwyn Community Centre 

Bowen Street Community Centre Camberwell Community Centre Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre

Craig Family Centre Hawthorn Community House Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre Trentwood Community House

4-Page 
Lift Out
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Children & Teen Programs
Children’s or Teen Art/Craft Classes ● ● ● ●

Children’s or Teen Games/Lego ● ●
Children’s Coding/STEM ● ●

Children’s Cooking Programs ●
Children’s Language Programs ● ●

Children’s Music Programs ● ●
Kindergarten ●

Mums & Bubs Exercise ● ● ●
Occasional/Sessional Care ● ● ● ●

Parents/Prams Walking Group ●
Playgroups ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 

School Holiday Programs ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Study Space/Homework Groups ● ● ● ●

Teens Table Tennis ●
Health and Wellbeing

Exercise Classes ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Exercise Classes (seniors) ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Line Dancing ●
Meditation/Wellbeing Programs ● ● ● ● ● ●

Nordic Walking ●
Pilates ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Post-Natal Exercise ● ●
Qigong/Tai chi ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Self Defence ●
Yoga ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Zumba/Dance & Music Classes ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Arts and Crafts
Drawing Classes ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Mixed Media Classes ● ● ● ● ●
Mosaics ● ●

Painting Classes ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Photography ● ● ● ●

Pottery ●
Textiles/Sewing/Furniture ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

General Interest
Ukulele ● ● ●

Writing Classes ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Cooking

Cooking Workshops ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Meal Preparation/Cooking Classes ● ● ● ● ● ●

2026
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Social Groups & Games

Bike Riding Groups ●
Board Games (e.g. Scrabble, D&D) ● ● ● ●

Book Groups ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Bridge/Solo/Rummikub/500 ● ● ● ● ●

Crosswords Groups ●
Discussion/Chat/Social Groups ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Film/Cinema Events ● ● ●
Mah Jong ● ● ● ●

Theatre/Singing/Music Sessions ● ● ● ●
Sewing/Knitting/Craft Groups ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Social Clubs/Group Meetings ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Support Groups ● ● ● ● ● ●
Table Tennis ● ● ● ●

Walking Groups ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Women’s Shed/Men’s Shed ● ●

Gardening and Sustainability

Community Garden Program ● ● ● ● ●
Floristry Class/Group ● ● ●

Garden/Horticulture Classes ● ● ● ●
Sustainability Programs ● ● ● ● ●

Languages and Literacy

EAL/English Conversation ● ● ● ●
French ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

German ● ●
Italian ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Japanese ●
Literacy/Numeracy Classes ● ●

Mandarin ● ● ●
Spanish ● ● ● ●

Digital Skills

Digital Literacy ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
Life and Work Skills

Digital/Software Skills ● ● ● ●
Financial Literacy/Budgeting ● ●

Home/Bike Maintenance ● ● ●
Industry Tasters ● ●

Work Ready/Job Advocacy ● ● ●

2026
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❶ Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning 
49 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton 3147
T: 9885 9401 E: admin@alameinnlc.com.au
W: www.alameinnlc.com.au
Facebook: Alamein Neighbourhood and  
Learning Centre 
Instagram: alamein_nlc

 ❷ Ashburton Community Centre 
160 High Street, Ashburton 3147
T: 9885 7952 E: office@ashburtoncc.org.au
W: www.ashburtoncc.org.au
Facebook/Instagram: ashburtoncc

❸ Balwyn Community Centre 
412 Whitehorse Road, Surrey Hills 3127
P: 9836 7942 E: reception@balwyncc.org.au
W: www.balwyncc.org.au
Facebook: BalwynCC

❹ Bowen Street Community Centre
102 Bowen Street, Camberwell 3124
T: 9889 0791 E: info@bowenstreet.org.au
W: www.bowenstreet.org.au 

❺ Camberwell Community Centre 
33–35 Fairholm Grove, Camberwell 3124
T: 9882 2611 E: contacts@camberwellcc.org.au
W: www.camberwellcommunitycentre.org.au
Facebook: camberwellcommunitycentre.org.au

❻ Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre
2 Kendall Street, Canterbury 3126
T: 9830 4214 E: office@canterburync.au
W: www.canterburync.au

❼ Craig Family Centre
7 Samarinda Avenue, Ashburton 3147
T: 9885 7789 E: enquiries@craigfc.org.au
W: www.craigfc.org.au 
Facebook: craigfamilycentre

❽ Hawthorn Community House
32 Henry Street, Hawthorn 3122
T: 9819 5758 E: info@hch.org.au
W: www.hch.org.au
Facebook: hawthorncommunityhouse
Instagram: hawthorncommhouse

11

Our Locations

❾ Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre
2–12 Derby Street Kew 3101
T: 9853 3126 E: admin@kewnlc.org.au
W: Kewnlc.org.au
Facebook: @kewneighbourhoodleaningcentre 
Instagram: @kewlearning

❿ Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre
157 Union Road, Surrey Hills 3127
T: 9890 2467 E: reception@surreyhillsnc.org.au
W: www.surreyhillsnc.org.au
Facebook: surrey.neighbourhoodcentre

⓫ Trentwood Community House
2 Centre Way, Balwyn North 3104
T: 9006 6590 E: info@trentwood.org.au
W: www.trentwood.org.au
Facebook: Trentwood at the Hub
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Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre

Move your mind, 
body and soul at 
Canterbury
Discover wellbeing for your body and mind at Canterbury 
Neighbourhood Centre. Our fitness and social programs 
nurture health, connection and wellbeing for all!

“Take care of your body; it’s the only place you have to live.” — Jim Rohn

At Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre, we believe in the healing power of 
both social connection and exercise for body and mind! 

Our range of programs promote holistic health and wellbeing. Strength 
Training and Pilates (both Core Strength and Osteoporosis) focus on the 
physical aspects. Zumba Gold is a fun, dance-based workout that brings 
joy. Qigong, Yoga and Tai Chi bring mindfulness into the daily routine. 

Our Chatty Café, Garden Club and Men’s Discussion Group offer warm and 
welcoming social connections that feed the mind and warm the soul.

For those who want it all, our walk and talk group combine group walks 
through Canterbury with social interactions. These activities and more are 
designed to build community and improve health and wellbeing for all 
ages and abilities.

Check out the Wellbeing and Fitness or Social pages of our website for 
more details. Sign up for our email newsletter to stay up to date with our 
latest classes or follow @canterburync.au on socials.

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs
•	 After School Art
•	 Beginner Sewing
•	 School Holidays Program  

(Children / Young People) 
•	 Structured Playgroup

Health and wellbeing
•	 Pilates for Osteoporosis
•	 Pilates for Core Strength and Stability
•	 Strength Training
•	 Tai Chi/ Qigong
•	 Yoga
•	 Walking Groups
•	 Zumba

Arts and crafts	
•	 Art Workshops
•	 Nature in Art
•	 Photography
•	 Upholstery and Furniture Restoration

Social groups	
•	 Book Club/ Culture Club
•	 Bridge
•	 Chatty Café
•	 Mah Jong
•	 Men’s Discussion Groups
•	 Puzzle Club

Gardening and sustainability 
•	 Community Garden
•	 Garden Club
•	 Gardening Workshops
•	 Sustainable Living

Languages and literacy	
•	 Community Library
•	 French
•	 Italian
•	 Spanish
•	 Writing Life

Digital skills
•	 Getting the most from your iPhone  

or iPad

Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre
2 Kendall Street Canterbury 3126
T: 9830 4214 E: office@canterburync.au 
W: www.canterburync.au
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Camberwell Community Centre

CamberWell-Ness 
at CCC!
Take a step towards a healthier, happier you by trying a new 
exercise program, a language or art class, even some baking. 
Whether you’re looking to boost your fitness, improve your 
nutrition or enhance your mental wellbeing, a solution is just 
around the corner. 
Why not kick start the new year with some healthy habits like mindful 
movement, eating well or a new hobby?  

It’s natural to feel tentative when trying 
new things, so come along for a trial 
class and see how you go. Maybe even 
bring a friend.

We know ‘wellness’ is important for us to 
lead long and fulfilling lives. Wellbeing is 
not just about eating and moving well, it 
is also about connection, friendship and 
belonging and Camberwell Community 
Centre offers that in spades.

Flip Shelton is a Yoga teacher, a media 
personality, an author, a muesli-maker 
and all round champ of wellness. She 
teaches on Monday mornings:
“I have been teaching yoga every 
Monday morning for four years at 
CCC and I see firsthand the genuine 
friendliness between my students.  
Most weeks they enjoy a coffee after 
their class, making the most of their 
time together.” 

Evening yoga classes and Chair Yoga are 
also offered across the week so check 
out the timetable and see what suits you.

Community Centres are reasonably priced and cater for differing ages and 
abilities, something not generally offered at traditional gyms and private 
studios. You also receive a very special “downward” dog welcome from Henry 
the adorable Aussie Terrier who helps at reception most days of the week.

Visit us in person or online to find out more about our programs and activities. 

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs
•	 Little Hands Clay
•	 Little Hands Wheelwork Clay
•	 Young Adults Clay 
•	 Crafty Kids
•	 Drawing Manga Characters

Health and wellbeing
•	 Mat Pilates 
•	 Qigong 
•	 Tai Chi 
•	 Yoga
•	 Chair Yoga
•	 Zumba Gold

Arts and crafts	
•	 Acrylics and Mixed Media 
•	 Mixed Media 
•	 Pastels
•	 Realism
•	 Fashion Design
•	 Life Drawing
•	 Art Journal
•	 Watercolour
•	 Intro to Acrylics and Colour 
•	 Oil Painting 
•	 Monochrome Portrait Painting 
•	 Open Studio 
•	 Japanese Ink

Social groups	
•	 Greek Senior Citizens Club
•	 Italian Senior Citizens Club
•	 Mah Jong (Western Version)
•	 Multicultural Dance Group
•	 Camberwell Film Society
•	 Walking Group
•	 Bridge
•	 Solo 
•	 Social Cards 500
•	 Book Club
•	 Crochet + Craft Club

Cooking
•	 Cooking Workshops

Languages and literacy	
•	 French
•	 Italian
•	 German
•	 Japanese

Digital skills
•	 Digital Literacy Tutorial

Life and work skills
•	 DigiPortfolio
•	 iPhone Travel 

Photography
•	 Basic Fashion Design

Camberwell Community Centre 
33–35 Fairholm Grove, Camberwell 3124
P: 9882 2611 E: contact@camberwellcc.org.au  
W: www.camberwellcc.org.au
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Bowen Street Community Centre

Volunteering at 
Bowen Street
 
Volunteering is rewarding — and it’s a wonderful way to give back 
to the community and make real connections. It reduces stress, 
boosts happiness and creates a sense of belonging. At Bowen 
Street, we see every day how volunteering brings people together 
and builds resilience, confidence and joy.
Over the past 42 years, 
Bowen Street Community 
Centre has grown from 
having just one four-hour 
paid staff member and 
a team of volunteers to 
having 18 paid staff and 17 
volunteers. That spirit of 
giving has been part of our 
story from the beginning.
Each year, we welcome students completing childcare and community service 
placements, local primary school students building their leadership skills, and 
corporate teams taking part in team building and volunteering days. For many 
people, volunteering here has been a stepping stone — helping them gain 
confidence, learn new skills or even return to the workforce. For secondary 
school students, it’s a great way to explore career paths and give back to the 
community they live in.
Meet some or our volunteers:
Nadia has been with us for 21 years! She’s here every Friday and every second 
Wednesday, and she never forgets a birthday.
Paul is usually one of the first to arrive, quietly getting on with sweeping and 
looking after our outdoor areas.
Fahad comes every Tuesday to tend our children’s play spaces, and he’s always 
happy to help with any maintenance jobs that pop up.
Juan, Gay, Tracy and Len share their skills with the community by running 
affordable classes on Spanish, French, Italian and one-on-one technology 
support.
Meredith is our go-to admin superstar. When she’s not off on one of her 
adventures, you’ll find her in the office most Wednesdays, keeping everything 
running smoothly.
“The heart of a community is found in the people who give their time, care 
and kindness to others.”

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs	
•	 Childcare – Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday
•	 STEMBirds
•	 Spanish classes for children
•	 Playgroups: Grandparents, New 

to the Area, Mandarin, Open age, 
Unstructured and Structured

Health and wellbeing	
•	 Yoga 
•	 Pilates 

Arts and crafts
•	 Acrylic Painting
•	 Various Craft Workshops

Social groups
•	 Camberwell Multiple Birth Association
•	 Melbourne Warblers 
•	 Sewing Circle
•	 Women’s Circle

General Interest
•	 Community Library
•	 Disability Support Workshops

Cooking
•	 Fun French Pastry
•	 Italian Cooking
•	 Cheesemaking

Languages and literacy
•	 Italian Language Classes
•	 French Conversation 
•	 Italian Conversation 
•	 Spanish Conversation 
•	 Children’s Chinese Language 

Bowen Street Community Centre
102 Bowen Street, Camberwell 3124
T: 9889 0791 E: info@bowenstreet.org.au
W: www.bowenstreet.org.au
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Balwyn Community Centre  

Make, Create  
and Connect at 
Balwyn CC!
From colourful canvases to cosy 
knitted scarves, our art and craft 
programs bring people together to 
relax, connect and express themselves. 
No experience required — just your 
curiosity and a willingness to try.
Creativity comes alive at Balwyn Community 
Centre — sometimes all it takes is a little 
encouragement, and some paint, paper or 
yarn. Each week, our classrooms are filled 
with energy, colour and imagination as 
people of all ages and skill levels discover the 
joy of making something by hand.
Our classes invite you to explore creativity in 
all its forms — blending soft pastels, capturing 
the beauty of nature through botanical art, 
experimenting with watercolours, or learning the 
mindful rhythm of knitting and crochet. While 
some participants delight in arranging flowers 
or transforming everyday objects through 
decoupage, others enjoy refining their skills in 
French polishing. Whatever the medium, there’s 
always room to play, learn and grow.
“Gordon’s drawing classes are always 
interesting and fun. He encourages 
individual creativity while gently bringing 
out the best in everyone. The sessions are 
relaxed and full of laughs, yet the focus and 
dedication from the group are contagious. 
We explore a wide range of subjects and media, and I always leave inspired. 
Wednesday mornings with Gordon are a highlight of my week!”
Whether you’re an experienced artist or a complete beginner, you’ll find a 
welcoming atmosphere, friendly tutors and plenty of encouragement. It’s not 
just about what you make — it’s about the joy of trying something new and 
connecting with others who share your creative spark.

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs
•	 Occasional Childcare

Health and wellbeing	
•	 Yoga
•	 Yoga and Meditation
•	 Living Strength Yoga
•	 Chair Yoga
•	 Mum and Bubs Yoga
•	 Fit for You
•	 Qigong
•	 Qigong and Stillness Meditation
•	 Tai Chi
•	 Pilates
•	 Pilates Strong Bones
•	 Stretch and Strengthen Exercise
•	 Hi/Low Exercise
•	 Balance Back to Exercise for Older Adults
•	 Zumba
•	 Zumba Gold
•	 Table Tennis
•	 Tennis Court Hire, 7 days a week
•	 Women’s Self Defence

Arts and crafts	
•	 Life Drawing
•	 Drawing
•	 Basic Watercolour
•	 Watercolour Painting
•	 Painting for Pleasure
•	 Decoupage
•	 Botanical Painting and Drawing
•	 Floral arranging
•	 French Polishing and Furniture Restoration
•	 Knit and Crochet
•	 Pastels
Social groups	
•	 Bridge Group 
•	 Learn to Play Bridge
•	 Scrabble Group
•	 Mah Jong

Gardening and sustainability
•	 Community Garden
•	 Surrey Hills/Balwyn Veggie Swap 

Cooking	
•	 Japanese Cooking Class 

Languages and literacy	
•	 French – Beg, Int, Adv Conversational
•	 Italian – Beg, Int, Adv Conversational
•	 German – Beg, Int, Adv
•	 Mandarin – Beg, Int
•	 English Conversation Fun

Balwyn Community Centre 
412 Whitehorse Road, Surrey Hills 3127
T: 03 9836 7942 E: reception@balwyncc.org.au
W: www.balwyncc.org.au
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Ashburton Community Centre

Discover, Create, 
Connect: Art for All 
Abilities
Discover welcoming art classes 
at Ashburton Community 
Centre, where everyone can 
explore their artistic side, 
learn new skills and connect 
with others in a nurturing 
environment. Bring your 
curiosity and enthusiasm!

The All Abilities art classes at the 
Ashburton Community Centre are a 
safe space for everyone to explore 
their creativity. Our tutor Lorraine 
will guide you on your journey to 
making art, as part of supportive 
group.

The Community Painting Challenge 
from the Acrylic Art for All Abilities class is a great example. Participants had a 
unique task: they had to work together recreate a mystery artwork. Lorraine 
divided a colour photocopy of an original artwork into 20 squares, and each 
painter had to replicate their pieces without seeing the others.

Once completed, the group assembled the squares like a puzzle, revealing a 
stunning, unified artwork that celebrated everyone’s contribution.
If you’re curious about art and want to explore your creativity in a supportive 
environment, why not try a class? 

The Acrylic Art for All Abilities class runs on Mondays from 10:30am – 
12:30pm, and the Art for All Abilities class is held on Fridays from 10:30am – 
12:30pm.

Book a free trial or enrol by contacting the office at 9885 7952.

Courses & Activities
Children’s programs
•	 Dungeons & Dragons (kids and teens)
Health and wellbeing	
•	 Ageless Grace
•	 Balance Back to Exercise
•	 Exercise to Music
•	 Fit for You
•	 Keep Fit
•	 Line Dancing 
•	 Mat Pilates
•	 Nordic Walking
•	 Tai Chi 
•	 Yoga
•	 Your Healthy Spine
Arts and crafts	
•	 Art for All Abilities
•	 Watercolour Painting
•	 Chinese Brush Painting
•	 Introduction to Watercolour
•	 Life Drawing
Social groups	
•	 Book Groups
•	 Older Blokes, New Ideas
•	 Ashy Writers Club
•	 Dungeons and Dragons
•	 Love Your Flowers (Drawing)
•	 Cryptic Crosswords
•	 Nordic Walking
•	 Scrabble Club
•	 Rummikub
•	 Spinners and Knitters
•	 Craft, Coffee and Chat
•	 Patchwork and Handcraft 
•	 Floral Art 
•	 Karaoke Group
•	 Sign-a-long Singers
•	 Acoustic Group
•	 Blues Music Jamming Group
•	 Table Tennis 
•	 Walking Group
•	 Mah Jong Group and Lessons
•	 Global Film and Discussion Nights

Gardening and sustainability
•	 The Ashy Eco Hub (Recycling)

General Interest
•	 For the Love of Literature
•	 Your Life Stories
•	 Ukulele 
Languages and literacy	
•	 French – Beg, Int & Adv Conversation
•	 Italian Intermediate

Digital skills	
•	 Click Smart: Cyber Security for Seniors
•	 Get Connected for Seniors
•	 Stay Connected for 

Seniors
•	 Tech Help Desk  

(one-on-one)
Ashburton Community Centre
160 High Street, Ashburton 3147
T: 9885 7952  E: office@ashburtoncc.org.au  
W: www.ashburtoncc.org.au
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Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning

50 years of local 
lifelong learning
Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning empowers people to 
learn, connect and grow. Our inclusive programs build skills, 
confidence and community. Discover courses and activities to 
inspire learning, creativity and belonging.
Learning is more than a 
classroom experience at 
Alamein Neighbourhood and 
Learning — it’s a connection 
to community, confidence and 
opportunity. We have been the 
heart of local lifelong learning 
for 50 years in 2026, providing 
a supportive environment for 
people of all ages, cultures 
and abilities to explore new 
skills and friendships.

“Our pre-accredited adult 
learning programs help 
people gain the language, literacy, digital and practical skills they need 
for everyday life and work.”

From Speak English Better, Digital Skills to Practical Woodworking and Work 
Ready Skills including AI and chatbots, each course is hands-on, social and 
tailored to meet the needs of our diverse community.

And it’s more than education. Our friendly space is where neighbours 
connect — through social groups, community sheds, creative workshops, 
volunteering and wellbeing programs.

Our Chatty Café brings people together every week over coffee and 
conversation. It’s a simple but powerful idea — meet new people, practise 
English and enjoy a friendly chat. For many, including our volunteers, it’s the 
first step towards joining other classes and feeling part of the community again.
So, if you want to improve your English, build your employability, learn a 
craft or simply make new friends, make the most of Alamein’s welcoming 
environment.
Join us in 2026 to learn, create and belong. Because at Alamein, every step 
you take — no matter how small — is a step towards confidence, community 
and a brighter future.

Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning
49 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton 3147
T: 9885 9401 E: admin@alameinnlc.com.au 
W: www.alameinnlc.com.au

Courses & Activities
Health and wellbeing
•	 Mat Pilates
•	 Yoga
Arts and crafts
•	 Kokedama Balls
•	 Terrariums
Social groups	
•	 Chatty Café
•	 Craft Drop-Ins
•	 Discussion Group
•	 Games Drop-Ins
•	 Men’s and Community Shed
•	 Tiny Library
Gardening and sustainability
•	 Community Garden 
•	 Repair, Reuse and Recycle Workshops

Cooking	
•	 Coffee Appreciation
•	 Eat Well on a Budget
•	 Fast and Easy Meals
•	 Fermentation and Gut Health
•	 Gluten Free Meals
•	 Pasta Making Workshops
Languages and literacy
•	 Speak English Better – Level 1
•	 English Communication Skills – Level 2
•	 English for Work and Study – Level 3
•	 English Conversations
•	 LEAP into Literacy
•	 Literacy for Practical Purposes
Digital skills	
•	 3D Modelling using SketchUp APP
•	 Chatbots and AI 
•	 Cloud Collaboration Tools
•	 Digital Creativity with CANVA
•	 Exploring and Using Mobile Devices
•	 Guarding Against Scams 
•	 Intro to MS Word and Excel
•	 Intro to Bookkeeping with XERO
•	 Managing Digital Clutter
•	 Office Skills
•	 Online Travel Tools
Life and work skills
•	 AI in Everyday Work
•	 Building Resilience Skills
•	 Career Support and Advice (FREE)
•	 Confidence with Presentation Skills
•	 Fundamentals of Volunteering
•	 Home Maintenance Made Easy
•	 Introduction to Carpentry
•	 Negotiation Skills
•	 Practical 

Woodworking
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Still looking for 
inspiration? 
Check out some of our special events planned for 2026

Neighbourhood House 
Week at your Boroondara 
Neighbourhood Houses 
11–17 May 2026 
Neighbourhood House Week is an annual national 
celebration, recognising the important contribution over 
1,000 neighbourhood houses make in local communities 
across Australia. Your local Boroondara Houses and Centres 
will be providing free trials, taster classes and activities. Visit 
our websites to see what’s on.  

Seniors Month 
1–31 October 2026 
Celebrate Seniors Month at a Boroondara neighbourhood 
centre. It’s the perfect time to try something new, meet 
others, and celebrate the joy of staying active, connected and 
creative. Contact our houses for more details.

Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning
Men’s Health Week Celebration & BBQ 
9 June 2026, 11 am – 12 pm
Free men’s health info, conversations and tips followed by a 
FREE BBQ! Bring your mates, enjoy a relaxed atmosphere and 
take a step towards better health together. BookingS essential.
Adult Learner’s Week Event – Human Library
2 September 2026, 10.30 am – 12 pm
Come and find out what a Human Library is and chat with some 
of the exciting ‘human’ books. Free event, bookings essential.

Ashburton Community Centre
Ashburton-a-Fair
11 Apr, 27 Jun, 19 Sep & 5 Dec 2026, 9.30 am – 2.30 pm
Craft market, free creative activities for all ages, Devonshire Tea 
and sausage sizzle at this fun quarterly community event.
Bookfest Ashburton
11 July 2026, 9 am – 3 pm
Huge sale of over 5,000 ex-library books, free upcycling craft 
activities for all ages, book talks, puzzle swap, book trivia, 
Devonshire tea, sausage sizzle and more. 

Balwyn Community Centre
Women’s Health Week
September 2026
Join us for a week of free exercise classes designed to get you 
moving, feeling good and connecting with your community.

Garage Sale Trail
November 2026
Have a stall or come along and shop at the Balwyn Community 
Centre Garage Sale this November.

Bowen Street Community Centre
Children’s Week 
19–24 October 2026
Free children’s activities including face painting and an animal 
farm. Bookings essential.

Canterbury Community Centre
Loneliness Awareness Week – Morning Tea
5 August 2026, 10 am – 11 am
Social connection is the backbone of all we do. Join us for 
a special morning tea that focuses on building meaningful 
community connections and combatting the loneliness 
epidemic.

Craig Family Centre, Ashburton
Harmony Day
21 March 2026, 12 pm – 4 pm
Celebrate Harmony Day with us! Enjoy music, activities and 
shared food as we come together to honour the rich cultures, 
stories and friendships that make our community so special. 
Children’s Week 
19–23 October 2026
Celebrate Children’s Week with us! Join in for fun-filled 
activities, games and creative workshops that empower 
children’s voices and honour their rights.

Hawthorn Community Centre
Art Exhibition
30 October 2026
Join us for our annual Art Exhibition to see the beautiful art 
created by our participants. The theme of the exhibition 
changes yearly and original art works are available for purchase.

Kew Neighbourhood & Learning Centre
Open House
27 November 2026, 4 pm – 7 pm
Come to our annual Open House. Enjoy entertainment, 
activities and food. Meet our tutors and discover our classes, 
activities and social groups.

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre
Surrey Hills Music Festival 
28 February 2026, 3 pm – 10 pm
The 2026 Festival features an afternoon session with our Chill 
Vibes: Acoustic, Blues, Roots and Folk music. Night Vibes 
showcases bands and solo artists in the Pop, RnB, Soul, Hip 
Hop and Funk genre.

Trentwood Community House
Talk and Tea 
Community talks throughout the year. Meet other members of 
the local community, and listen to an inspiring guest speaker. 
Morning tea is provided.
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Acknowledgement of Country : The City of Boroondara acknowledges the Wurundjeri  
Woi-wurrung people as the traditional owners and original custodians of this land, and we 
pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

Disclaimer: Details are correct at the time of publication. The community and 
neighbourhood centres reserve the right to add, withdraw and substitute events, workshops 
and programs should the need arise. 

Front cover: Lorraine (Appleby) Kelly
Editorial and editing: Jennifer Flynn, Composed Writing  jflynn@composedwriting.com.au
Design, artwork and production: Natasha Kuperman, Red Creative Design & Digital, 
natasha@redcreative.com
Print: The Printing Hub   

Are you our next cover artist? 

Previous Live & Learn Covers 

Design Brief: Submit an artwork to feature on the front cover of the 
Boroondara Neighbourhood House ‘Live & Learn’ brochure. The artwork 
must be vibrant, eye catching and your piece will reflect the importance 
of Boroondara’s Neighbourhood Houses and their activities.

Entries: Live & Learn 2027 Cover Art Competition is open for entries until 
Friday 9 October, 2026. Submit a high quality digital copy of your artwork 
via email to your local Boroondara Neighbourhood House along with your 
name, email address and phone number. The dimensions of the arwork 
needs to be square, minimum 20cm x 20cm. 

Prize: $100 and your bio included in our 2027 Live & Learn brochure.

This competition is open to current Boroondara Neighbourhood House 
members. Three finalists from each Boroondara Neighbourhood House 
will be selected. The winner will be chosen through a vote at a joint 
Neighbourhood Houses meeting and notified in early November. 

Also at your 
local community 
houses

Chatty Cafés
Brighten your day by dropping in for a 
cup of tea or coffee and a sweet treat 
at our Chatty Cafes. We have joined 
The Chatty Cafe movement across the 
world and are opening our Centres to 
welcome anyone who would like to 
come in for a chat.
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre 
Monday, 10 am – 11 am
Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre   
Wednesday, 10 am – 11 am
Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning  
Wednesday, 10.30 am – 11.30 am
Craig Family Centre  
Wednesday, 4 pm – 5 pm
Ashburton Community Centre  
Thursday, 1.30 pm – 2.30 pm
Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre  
Friday, 11 am – 12.30 pm
Bowen St Community Centre  
Friday, 1 pm – 2 pm
 
Tiny Libraries
A number of our houses have street 
libraries or community bookshelves 
where to can exchange a book. You 
can find them at:
Alamein Neighbourhood and Learning 
Ashburton Community Centre
Bowen Street Community Centre 
Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre
Kew Neighbourhood Learning Centre
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood House


